Quick-Start Guide
to Writing an Online Obituary

by Melissa Jayne Kinsey, author of
How to Write an Online Ob/’fuory: Virtual Memorials Made Simp/e

Mark your calendar

Unlike a newspaper obiJruory, an online tribute can be poereo| weeks or months after your loved

one’s death. Figure out how much time you have to write. Working backward, set deadlines for

Finishing each task outlined below. In the meantime, funeral arrangements can be pub|ished in the

newspaper and posfed on the funeral home's website, or use a notification app fo updofe mourners. J
<

Get started by brainstorming
List eighf or ten Jrhings that remind you of your loved one: pets, p|oces, sounds, scents, objeds,
foods, hobbies, habits, skills, distinctive physico| features, personohfy fraifs, Jr\/pico| gestures, song
|yrics, quotations, formative events or experiences, hopes and dreams. Consider using a minqup or
broinsforming app fto he||o you sort fhrough this rogbqg of memories.

Write a barf draft
Journalists sometimes sit down and bong out a story allin one go. The result is what Jrhe\/ call @
‘barf draft.” It may be dreadful, but it's a starting point. You can create your own barf draft, of sorts,
by furning each item on your broins#orming list into a sentence or anecdote. Think of it as a mental
throwdown of memories and stories. Don't worry if your Thoughfs aren't in order and you end up with @
random string of factoids. The point is fo produce some raw material you can massage info shope.

Rearrange your content QQQ ™=

Now organize your draft into porogrophs by categorizing similar themes and ideas. For exomp|e,
descripﬁons of your loved one's appearance and gestures could form a porogroph Memories of his
or her favorite p|oces, peop|e, and Jrhings could form another. Begin with a great quote or story, and
end with somefhing peop|e will wake up Thinking about tomorrow. There's no need to cover your loved

one’s life from cradle to grave. Just hit the highhghfs—qnd remember that it's okoy to be {urmyl l/

C\a

Polish your draft
This is the fun part. Go over your revised draft corefu”y, re-examining every senfence. Rep|oce the
generic with the specific: why use walk when there are o|e|ighhcu| words like amble, stroll, and soshoy?
\)\/hy settle for car when there are hofrods, cruisers, seo|cms, wagons, and hatchbacks? Scour your
tribute for timeworn clichés. Show no mercy toward phrases like “adored by everyone,” “larger than
L life,” and "never knew a stranger.” Scrap any sentence or anecdote that's not working. Aim for a
>, length of 800-1,200 words.

Add photos, videos, and music

Haul out that shoebox from under the bed and start reminiscing. Then he|p everyone else recall

the gooo| ol o|oys by up|ooding black-and-white snopshofs, Polaroids, home movies, music, and

audio, such as voicemail messages. Up|ooo| phofos of documents and objecfs associated with your

loved one, such as a weo|o|ing invitation, passport, draft coro|, posTcord, bingo cord, love |eﬁer, |oHery
Jrickef, p|one Ticke#, work unh(orm, class ring, bow|mg bo”, or a favorite onyfhing: choir, socks, dog, grqndkid.

For more advice, ideas, and examples, please visit How ToWrite AnOnline Obit.com.



